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This inaugural Longleaf Botanical Gardens 
Calendar is dedicated to the memory of

Martha Smith Vandervoort (1955 – 2015), 
whose life passions were planting seeds of the 

soil and soul, and celebrating the blooms of 
both as blessings from God.

Photograph by Stephen Gross

"Join in the mission of the Longleaf 
Botanical Gardens to cultivate the 
connection between people and 
nature. Invest today!"

The Longleaf Botanical Gardens 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 qualified 
public charity recognized by the IRS 
and registered with the Office of the 
Alabama Attorney General. 

Make checks payable to:
LLBG Foundation
P.O. Box 1910
Anniston, AL 36202

About The Writer...
Sherry Blanton is an avid gardener 
and member of the Calhoun County 
Master Gardeners Association. She is a 
longtime Jacksonville resident and writes 
for the Anniston Star as “The Southern 
Gardener.”

Who are we? 
Longleaf Botanical Gardens rests on 
74 acres of beautiful property located 
north of downtown Anniston at the end 
of Museum Drive, just off Alabama 
Highway 21 (McClellan Boulevard).
  
A key component of the Gardens is 
the former Lenlock Community Center, 
which is undergoing major renovations 
to make it not only an operations center 
for gardens staff, but also a destination 
venue for meetings large and small, 
weddings, classroom experiences and 
other events.

The surrounding land will be completely 
re-made over the next few years by staff, 
experts and many dedicated volunteers 
into an exceptionally fine Botanical 
Garden, something noteworthy not just 
for the city, but for the entire region. 

Created by City Ordinance in September 
2014, the Longleaf Botanical Gardens 
Board is a nine-member volunteer 
board that provides overall direction, 
policy and fundraising support for the 

Gardens, which are part of the Museum 
Operations Department of Anniston. 

All board members also are active 
volunteers of the Gardens, partnering 
with many other interested community 
volunteers who believe in its potential 
and invest their time toward realizing it. 

A separate and independent non-
profit 501c3 corporation, the Longleaf 
Botanical Gardens Foundation, was 
created in 2015 to provide a dedicated 
fundraising support resource for the 
Gardens.  
 
Mission statement
Longleaf Botanical Gardens is 
committed to cultivating the connection 
between people and nature. 

Vision Statement
Every visitor connects with and learns to 
appreciate the wonder of nature.

Interested in VOLUNTEERING? 
Opportunities range from an hour 
a year to 40 hours a week; YOU 
CHOOSE! And, you do NOT have 
to be a gardener as there are many 
different needs. Volunteering is fun 
and rewarding! Email us for more 
information at friends@LLBgardens.org 
or call 256-237-6766.

Thanks go to The Master Gardeners of 
Calhoun County for their support.

Thanks also to Alabama Power for their 
support.

About The Photographers...
Lesa Cummings is a 
Gadsden native who 
moved to Anniston in 
1980 with her husband, 
David.  They love being a 
part of the community and 

both volunteer with the Museum Complex 
in various ways. Lesa has always loved 
documenting her family’s daily life with 
photographs, and the cameras have 
improved from Instamatics to Digital 
Single Lens Reflex along the way.

Julia Harwell Segars 
moved to Calhoun 
County from Hoover 
in 2006 with husband, 
Frank. A trained artist 
and writer, Julia first 

took photographs as reference materials 
for paintings and other projects. Soon, 
she grew to appreciate the beauty of 
good photography in its own right. Julia 
holds no claim to being anything but an 
amateur photographer, and is humbled 
to have been tapped for this effort.

The Longleaf Gardens Board would like 
to express our genuine thanks to Art 
Moore, chairman of the 2016 Calen-
dar Committee, for his tireless energy, 
contagious enthusiasm and patience in 
seeing this project come to life. Other 
calendar committee volunteers include 
Arthur Toole, Gina Nolen, Lesa Cum-
mings, Julia Segars, Jacki-Lyn Lowry and 
Tom Potts.

About the Calendar...

Longleaf Botanical Gardens
920 Museum Drive 
Anniston, Alabama 36206
www.Longleafbotanicalgardens.org
256-237-6766

BOTANICAL GARDENS



JANUARY TIPS

 ❧ Add a fresh layer of 
mulch to the garden. 
Mulch should be no 
more than two to 
three inches thick and 
never placed directly 
against the trunk of the 
tree or shrub. (Think 
doughnut not volcano.) 
Mulch conserves 
moisture, cuts down on 
weeds, moderates soil 
temperatures, protects 
plants from weed eaters/
lawnmowers, keeps the 
soil from crusting over, 
and creates a more 
aesthetic landscape.

 
 ❧ The end of January ends 
the second best planting 
season for our climate 
zone (fall is the best; 
early winter the second 
best).

 
 ❧ Get a soil test done if 
you have not had your 
soil tested in the past 
two to three years. 
Boxes for testing can be 
obtained through the 
Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System.

Pine Siskens perch on a Water Oak 
Photo by Julia Segars

In Memory of Martha Vandervoort



FEBRUARY TIPS

 ❧ Late February is a good 
time to prune many of 
our ornamental shrubs. 
Follow the May rule for 
pruning: if the shrub 
blooms before May 
(such as azaleas and 
forsythias), prune it after 
it flowers, but, no later 
than July 4th. If it blooms 
after May, prune it be-
fore new growth appears 
in the Spring. Exceptions 
are hydrangeas; French 
and Oakleaf hydrangeas 
should be pruned by 
early July.

 
 ❧ Late February is an ideal 
time to prune Knockout 
roses.

 
 ❧ Have tools such as 
lawnmowers, weed eat-
ers and tillers serviced 
before the rush begins.

 
 ❧ Remove tattered leaves 
from Lenten roses.

Longleaf Pine
Photo by Lesa Cummings
Cheaha State Park

Sponsored by Deborah & Rick Westbrook



MARCH TIPS

 ❧ Pinch spent flowers off 
pansies to encourage 
continued blooming. 
Pansies in containers 
will benefit from a 
shot of liquid fertilizer 
according to label 
directions.

 
 ❧ Complete winter clean 
up in your gardens, 
removing any left over 
foliage before new 
plants begin to emerge 
from dormancy.

 
 ❧ If winter weeds 
continue to be a 
problem, please 
consult an Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
Publication to identify 
the weeds and choose 
the proper control 
method.

Tulips
Photo by Lesa Cummings
Kennamer House

Sponsored by Patricia & Richard Patty



APRIL TIPS

 ❧ Allow spent foliage on 
daffodils to dry naturally; 
do not braid or fold it 
over either. You may, 
however, remove the 
spent seed pods as the 
flowers finish blooming.

 
 ❧ The last official frost 
date for our climactic 
zone in Calhoun County 
is April 15. Tender 
vegetables or summer 
annuals should not be 
planted until danger of 
frost has passed.

 
 ❧ New perennials added 
to the garden should 
be hardened off to 
get acclimated to 
the dips and sways in 
temperature.

 
 ❧ Newly installed plants 
may need water to 
remain healthy.

 
 ❧ Spring is the best season 
to divide fall-blooming 
perennials.

Chinese Wisteria
Photo by Julia Segars

Sponsored by Gina & Jim Nolen



MAY TIPS

 ❧ Very tender bulbs such 
as caladiums should not 
be planted until soil has 
warmed up, that is, after 
Mother’s Day.

 
 ❧ Continue planting 
summer vegetables: 
tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplant.

 
 ❧ Set out summer annuals 
and create summer 
containers, placing plants 
with the same needs 
for light and moisture 
together.

 
 ❧ Plant summer herbs.

 
 ❧ Set out hummingbird 
feeders, keeping them 
clean and filled.

Pitcher Plants 
Photo by Lesa Cummings
Centre, Alabama

Sponsored by Susan & George Gibbins in Memory of Genevieve Mallory



JUNE TIPS

 ❧ Water wisely, especially 
new plants; water deeply 
and less frequently; 
water between 4 and 9 
a.m. and use the finger-
stick method to make 
sure you are getting the 
soil damp.

 
 ❧ Scout plants for disease 
and insects.

 
 ❧ Practice integrated 
pest management, that 
is, using a combination 
of methods to control 
a problem pest (or 
disease). To deal with a 
pest:

1. identify the pest,
2. decide if the pest is 

harmful,
3. decide if the pest must 

be dealt with,
4. if the pest is harmful 

choose a product with 
the least imprint on the 
environment and,

5. follow the directions on 
the label exactly.

 
 ❧ Be vigilant to keep weeds 
out of new planting beds.

Lotus Bloom
Photo by Julia Segars

Sponsored by Julia & Frank Segars



JULY TIPS

 ❧ Continue to scout your 
plants daily for disease 
and insects.

 
 ❧ Pay special attention 
to moisture needs for 
recently installed plants.

 
 ❧ Any major pruning 
on spring blooming 
ornamentals should be 
finished by the Fourth 
of July.

 
 ❧ It is not too late to plant 
a few more tomatoes 
for a fall harvest.

 
 ❧ Keep birdbaths stocked 
and clean so they do 
not become a home for 
mosquito larvae. 

Sunflowers
Photo by Julia Segars
Goshen Memorial

Sponsored by Denise & Phil Webb



AUGUST TIPS

 ❧ Grass that is dry and 
crunchy has gone 
dormant and needs a 
thorough soaking; to 
know how much water 
you are using, set small 
cans around the yard to 
measure the water.

 
 ❧ Container plants may 
need one or more 
watering per day as 
plants maybe have 
become pot bound.

 
 ❧ This is a good month to 
plan and even plant your 
fall garden, especially if 
you are using seeds.

 
 ❧ Clean up all spent debris 
from decaying vegetables 
to prevent the spread of 
disease and pests.

 
 ❧ Begin a garden journal; 
record your successes 
and failures. Include pho-
tographs of what went 
right and what did not.

Rose of Sharon
Photo by Julia Segars

Sponsored by Judy & Arthur Toole



SEPTEMBER TIPS

 ❧ Begin to gather cuttings 
from perennials you may 
want to save.

 
 ❧ If you are bringing 
in houseplants from 
outside, make sure to 
give them a good bath to 
eliminate bringing bugs 
and diseases into the 
house.

 
 ❧ Prepare and plant your 
fall gardens.

 
 ❧ Plants may need less 
water towards the end 
of the month; check 
them carefully before 
watering.

 
 ❧ Prepare a compost bin 
to save leaves and straw 
that have been cast off.

 
 ❧ Remove all dead debris 
and flowers from flower 
beds.

Paphiopedilum (Paph) spiceranium 
Photo by Julia Segars
From the orchid collection of Art Moore

Sponsored by Libba & Art Moore



OCTOBER TIPS

 ❧ Start a compost pile 
with cast-off leaves.

 
 ❧ We are now entering the 
best time of the year to 
garden in the our area. 
By planting in the fall we 
can make use of seasonal 
growth patterns where 
plants use their energies 
to put on roots instead 
of expending energy 
on flowers and leaves. 
Winter rains can provide 
the necessary water.

 
 ❧ Fall is the best time to 
plant spring blooming 
perennials.

 
 ❧ Add winter color beds 
to your landscape, 
especially pansies.

Maple
Photo by Lesa Cummings

Sponsored by R. D. Downing



NOVEMBER TIPS

 ❧ This is an ideal month 
to add new trees and 
ornamental shrubs to 
the landscape; remember 
not to plant them too 
deeply. Also, replace any 
soil removed from the 
planting hole with native 
soil. Remember to barely 
tamp the hole, water 
gently and mulch.

 
 ❧ Continue working on a 
compost pile.

 
 ❧ Begin to plant spring 
bulbs.  

 
 ❧ Keep lawns raked and 
use the leaves and straw 
as mulch.

 
 ❧ Keep bird feeders full; 
provide drinking water 
and bathing water for 
the birds.

Golden Oak
Photo by Lesa Cummings

Sponsored by Lesa & David Cummings



DECEMBER TIPS

 ❧ Continue to plant spring 
blooming bulbs such 
as daffodils and tulips 
(tulips may do best in 
containers as they are 
more often considered 
an annual in our 
geographical area).

 
 ❧ Force some narcissus 
bulbs for use in the 
house.

 
 ❧ Inspect large trees and 
shrubs for crossed, 
broken or diseased limbs 
or those that may cause 
safety issues.

 
 ❧ Choose a live Christmas 
tree for your home and 
plant it in your garden 
after the season is over.

Poinsettias
Photo by Lesa Cummings

Sponsored by Brenda & Tom Roberts



JANUARY TIPS

 ❧Add a fresh layer of 
mulch to the garden. 
Mulch should be no 
more than two to 
three inches thick and 
never placed directly 
against the trunk of the 
tree or shrub. (Think 
doughnut not volcano.) 
Mulch conserves 
moisture, cuts down on 
weeds, moderates soil 
temperatures, protects 
plants from weed eaters/
lawnmowers, keeps the 
soil from crusting over, 
and creates a more 
aesthetic landscape.

 
 ❧The end of January ends 
the second best planting 
season for our climate 
zone (fall is the best; 
early winter the second 
best).

 
 ❧Get a soil test done if 
you have not had your 
soil tested in the past 
two to three years. 
Boxes for testing can be 
obtained through the 
Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System.

Pine Siskens perch on a Water Oak 
Photo by Julia Segars

APRIL TIPS

 ❧Allow spent foliage on 
daffodils to dry naturally; 
do not braid or fold it 
over either. You may, 
however, remove the 
spent seed pods as the 
flowers finish blooming.

 
 ❧The last official frost 
date for our climactic 
zone in Calhoun County 
is April 15. Tender 
vegetables or summer 
annuals should not be 
planted until danger of 
frost has passed.

 
 ❧New perennials added 
to the garden should 
be hardened off to 
get acclimated to 
the dips and sways in 
temperature.

 
 ❧Newly installed plants 
may need water to 
remain healthy.

 
 ❧Spring is the best season 
to divide fall-blooming 
perennials.

Chinese Wisteria
Photo by Julia Segars

JULY TIPS

 ❧Continue to scout your 
plants daily for disease 
and insects.

 
 ❧Pay special attention 
to moisture needs for 
recently installed plants.

 
 ❧Any major pruning 
on spring blooming 
ornamentals should be 
finished by the Fourth 
of July.

 
 ❧It is not too late to plant 
a few more tomatoes 
for a fall harvest.

 
 ❧Keep birdbaths stocked 
and clean so they do 
not become a home for 
mosquito larvae. 

Sunflowers
Photo by Julia Segars
Goshen Memorial

OCTOBER TIPS

 ❧Start a compost pile 
with cast-off leaves.

 
 ❧We are now entering the 
best time of the year to 
garden in the our area. 
By planting in the fall we 
can make use of seasonal 
growth patterns where 
plants use their energies 
to put on roots instead 
of expending energy 
on flowers and leaves. 
Winter rains can provide 
the necessary water.

 
 ❧Fall is the best time to 
plant spring blooming 
perennials.

 
 ❧Add winter color beds 
to your landscape, 
especially pansies.

Maple
Photo by Lesa Cummings

FEBRUARY TIPS

 ❧Late February is a good 
time to prune many of 
our ornamental shrubs. 
Follow the May rule for 
pruning: if the shrub 
blooms before May 
(such as azaleas and 
forsythias), prune it after 
it flowers, but, no later 
than July 4th. If it blooms 
after May, prune it be-
fore new growth appears 
in the Spring. Exceptions 
are hydrangeas; French 
and Oakleaf hydrangeas 
should be pruned by 
early July.

 
 ❧Late February is an ideal 
time to prune Knockout 
roses.

 
 ❧Have tools such as 
lawnmowers, weed eat-
ers and tillers serviced 
before the rush begins.

 
 ❧Remove tattered leaves 
from Lenten roses.

Longleaf Pine
Photo by Lesa Cummings
Cheaha State Park

MAY TIPS

 ❧Very tender bulbs such 
as caladiums should not 
be planted until soil has 
warmed up, that is, after 
Mother’s Day.

 
 ❧Continue planting 
summer vegetables: 
tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplant.

 
 ❧Set out summer annuals 
and create summer 
containers, placing plants 
with the same needs 
for light and moisture 
together.

 
 ❧Plant summer herbs.

 
 ❧Set out hummingbird 
feeders, keeping them 
clean and filled.

Pitcher Plants 
Photo by Lesa Cummings
Centre, Alabama

AUGUST TIPS

 ❧Grass that is dry and 
crunchy has gone 
dormant and needs a 
thorough soaking; to 
know how much water 
you are using, set small 
cans around the yard to 
measure the water.

 
 ❧Container plants may 
need one or more 
watering per day as 
plants maybe have 
become pot bound.

 
 ❧This is a good month to 
plan and even plant your 
fall garden, especially if 
you are using seeds.

 
 ❧Clean up all spent debris 
from decaying vegetables 
to prevent the spread of 
disease and pests.

 
 ❧Begin a garden journal; 
record your successes 
and failures. Include pho-
tographs of what went 
right and what did not.

Rose of Sharon
Photo by Julia Segars

NOVEMBER TIPS

 ❧This is an ideal month 
to add new trees and 
ornamental shrubs to 
the landscape; remember 
not to plant them too 
deeply. Also, replace any 
soil removed from the 
planting hole with native 
soil. Remember to barely 
tamp the hole, water 
gently and mulch.

 
 ❧Continue working on a 
compost pile.

 
 ❧Begin to plant spring 
bulbs.  

 
 ❧Keep lawns raked and 
use the leaves and straw 
as mulch.

 
 ❧Keep bird feeders full; 
provide drinking water 
and bathing water for 
the birds.

Golden Oak
Photo by Lesa Cummings

MARCH TIPS

 ❧Pinch spent flowers off 
pansies to encourage 
continued blooming. 
Pansies in containers 
will benefit from a 
shot of liquid fertilizer 
according to label 
directions.

 
 ❧Complete winter clean 
up in your gardens, 
removing any left over 
foliage before new 
plants begin to emerge 
from dormancy.

 
 ❧If winter weeds 
continue to be a 
problem, please 
consult an Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
Publication to identify 
the weeds and choose 
the proper control 
method.

Tulips
Photo by Lesa Cummings
Kennamer House

JUNE TIPS

 ❧Water wisely, especially 
new plants; water deeply 
and less frequently; 
water between 4 and 9 
a.m. and use the finger-
stick method to make 
sure you are getting the 
soil damp.

 
 ❧Scout plants for disease 
and insects.

 
 ❧Practice integrated 
pest management, that 
is, using a combination 
of methods to control 
a problem pest (or 
disease). To deal with a 
pest:

1. identify the pest,
2. decide if the pest is 

harmful,
3. decide if the pest must 

be dealt with,
4. if the pest is harmful 

choose a product with 
the least imprint on the 
environment and,

5. follow the directions on 
the label exactly.

 
 ❧Be vigilant to keep weeds 
out of new planting beds.

Lotus Bloom
Photo by Julia Segars

SEPTEMBER TIPS

 ❧Begin to gather cuttings 
from perennials you may 
want to save.

 
 ❧If you are bringing 
in houseplants from 
outside, make sure to 
give them a good bath to 
eliminate bringing bugs 
and diseases into the 
house.

 
 ❧Prepare and plant your 
fall gardens.

 
 ❧Plants may need less 
water towards the end 
of the month; check 
them carefully before 
watering.

 
 ❧Prepare a compost bin 
to save leaves and straw 
that have been cast off.

 
 ❧Remove all dead debris 
and flowers from flower 
beds.

Paphiopedilum (Paph) spiceranium 
Photo by Julia Segars
From the orchid collection of Art Moore

DECEMBER TIPS

 ❧Continue to plant spring 
blooming bulbs such 
as daffodils and tulips 
(tulips may do best in 
containers as they are 
more often considered 
an annual in our 
geographical area).

 
 ❧Force some narcissus 
bulbs for use in the 
house.

 
 ❧Inspect large trees and 
shrubs for crossed, 
broken or diseased limbs 
or those that may cause 
safety issues.

 
 ❧Choose a live Christmas 
tree for your home and 
plant it in your garden 
after the season is over.

Poinsettias
Photo by Lesa Cummings
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